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And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?”  So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?”  [Joshua 5:13-14]

Many different elements must come together for a horse and rider team to succeed in a barrel race.  There are a number of things that require careful consideration and the trained eyes of experience.  The truth is the great runs are the result of intense planning and preparation for both the horse and rider.  For the winning team, these preparations are never taken lightly nor are any of the required tasks omitted.  Although the horse may know his or her job, together, the team must maintain an equal balance of discipline, love and respect while establishing the necessary guidelines and building a mutual trust.  

This is the situation that the children of Israel now face and the preparation for moving forward in the conquest of Canaan would only be effective when done God’s way.  They were finally in the land but God’s instructions were clear, they were to be very careful to observe all of the statutes and judgments that He taught them in the wilderness.  In the theme of putting first things first, the whole of Chapter 5 sets a precedent for putting one’s relationship with the Lord first before anything else in our lives.  This lays the foundation on which all other preparations for the southern campaign in Canaan were to be built.   God’s instructions to Israel would often defy common logic but as they responded in obedience, God would show that Israel was not governed by man’s wisdom but by His personal direction and they acted with His authority.  

Now, with everything in order, Joshua turns his attention to the fortified city of Jericho.  He understood that the Lord would go before them into battle; but how and what would be the strategy?  This was not just any city, in fact, of all the walled cities in Palestine, Jericho was probable the most invincible.  Israel did not have the traditional weapons to take such city by force.  Their battering rams, catapults and rolling towers were in the form of slings, arrows and spears.  While thinking on these things, Joshua sees a man standing a short distance away with his sword drawn.  If this was a warrior on Israel’s side, Joshua was concerned, for he had not given any orders to attack.  If this was a warrior on the enemy’s side why was his sword drawn, for a scout would certainly not engage the enemy alone.   Joshua responds to the man’s presence ready to engage and questions his allegiance.  The answer is as surprising as the man’s presence, “No, but as Commander of the army of the Lord I have now come”.  This was no common warrior and this wasn’t about whose side He was on but that Joshua might know that he was in the presence of the Lord and that God alone had come to take charge.  This Man was neither for nor against Joshua, for He was the Commander of God’s army and what was important was for Joshua to realize that not only was the battle the Lord’s but the ultimate responsibility for Joshua, was to stay humbled before almighty God and let Him lead the way for His purpose and His glory.  In that moment, Joshua realized that this was not just about Jericho, the Canaanites or even the conquest of the Promised Land; this was about the Lord, His glory and His divine authority over all creation.  

The message here is as powerful today as it was that day on the hill overlooking Jericho.  God does not want to be a foot soldier in our personal campaigns and His resources are not available for us to accomplish our own agenda.  We need to remember that we serve Him and it’s in His army that we march into battle.  This means we take our marching orders from the Lord as we surrender to His leadership in our lives and worship in His presence.  It’s here that the preparation of Joshua’s heart was complete and his undivided attention was now refocused from the battlefield, to the Commander of the army of the Lord and the understanding that God’s leadership and protection is far more effective then any army, shield, wheeling sword or strategy.

For the word of God is ﻿living and powerful, and sharper than any ﻿two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  [Hebrews 4:12]
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