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A Path to Follow

Then he spoke to the children of Israel, saying: ﻿“﻿When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘﻿What are these stones?﻿’ then you shall let your children know, saying, ﻿‘﻿Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land﻿’; for the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, ﻿that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.﻿” [Joshua 4:21-24]
A fast time through a barrel pattern is the direct result of the path you take.  When you’re having trouble visualizing the right path, it can be helpful to look carefully at the tracks left from other horses and riders that went before you in the same drag.  In a similar way, the arrangement of stones on the west bank of the Jordan River was to be a remembrance to the path that led the children of Israel from Egypt, through the Red Sea, into the wilderness and across the Jordan River into the Promised Land.  The journey from Egypt to Canaan had taken thirty-nine years longer than was originally planned, as the people’s doubt and disbelief turned them away from the Jordan, the first time, and back into the wilderness.  Now, forty years after their exodus from Egypt, the children of Israel were standing on the west bank of the Jordan River.  

After all of Israel had crossed the Jordan, the Lord instructed Joshua to send twelve men back into the riverbed and retrieve twelve stones, from where the priests were standing, to be used for a memorial.  Here, if even for just a moment, these twelve men along with Joshua and the priests bearing the ark, stood in the awesome silence of the April air.  Where once the thundering sound of the raging tide had filled this valley, now, only the distant echoes of their families and livestock could be heard from the west bank.  This was the end of a long journey.  It had ended just as it began, from the crossing of the Red Sea to the crossing of the Jordan.  This was a story that must be told and preserved for all generations to come.  A story of both success and failure as Israel struggled to lean completely on the Lord and trust Him to show them the right path to follow.  As the stones were pried from the resistant clay, the memories of divine provision and God’s faithfulness to His Word impassioned the men in their quest.  The stones would have no power in and of themselves but to arouse the curiosity of those who pass by, providing an opportunity to share the wonderful story to their children, grandchildren and generations to come.   

Each of us has a story to tell.  We may be at the beginning, in the middle, or now looking back at all that has taken place in our lives.  What’s important is that we communicate the lessons learned and faithfulness of our God to see us through the events in our lives with our children, family friends and neighbors.  In Psalms 23:3 we read, He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  The path He has chosen for you is for His glory and the telling of your faith and experiences will encourage others to continue on the path the Lord has for them.  We are told to be a witness, in Acts 1:8 we read, ﻿“But you shall receive power ﻿when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and ﻿you shall be ﻿witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and ﻿Samaria, and to the end of the earth.﻿”  Being a witness is telling others about the Gospel but it’s also the transparent living of a life surrendered to Christ.  

Make a new commitment to mark and preserve the things God has done.  It may be in a journal, a small memento, a picture or even an ornament annually hung in celebration of what God has done that year.  Whatever way you choose, don’t be silent.  In Psalms 19:1 we read, The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.  If even the very appearance of creation tells of God’s magnificence, how much more should we with voices to sing, and hands to raise celebrate His work in our lives.  

The lesson here in Chapter 4 of Joshua is very clear.  Time has a way of clearing our memory and dulling the senses of a once jubilant heart.  We so quickly forget all that the Lord has done and if we aren’t careful to mark, with diligence, His faithfulness to us, we might find ourselves completely overwhelmed with the pressures and concerns of this world while standing on the very ground where the Lord once delivered us.  We need to be faithful in all we do and everything we say, that if only for a living testimony to those who come behind us, one might be able to pause, in their struggle, and see clearly where we have walked and the memorial of that journey which represents what God will do if they will only trust Him.  Oh may all that come behind us, find us faithful.

You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy.  [Psalms 16:11]
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