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Joshua 3

Perfect Footing

So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, with the priests bearing the ﻿ark of the covenant before the people, and as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and ﻿the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (for the ﻿Jordan overflows all its banks ﻿during the whole time of harvest), that the waters which came down from upstream stood still, and rose in a heap very far away ﻿at Adam, the city that is beside ﻿Zaretan. So the waters that went down ﻿﻿into the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, failed, and were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite Jericho.  Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely over the Jordan. [Joshua 3:14-17]
In the world of barrel racing, the right footing can mean the difference between a winning time and just running in the pack.  When .001 of a second separates one horse and rider team from another, many of us have lost that check, buckle or even saddle because the footing wasn’t quite right for us and our partner that particular night.  Just imagine if you could have the perfect footing every time your name was called.  Imagine that perfect drag that’s not to hard, not to soft but that perfect, often illusive, ground that your horse loves.  As we walk through this life, that’s the kind of footing the Lord will put under each of us who are willing to let Him lead the way in our lives.  Although following His plan does not mean the absence of pain or trials, it does mean that we can pass through the midst of the raging currents in this life with perfect footing under our feet as we stand on firm dry ground.  This is the footing that awaited the children of Israel at the bottom of the Jordan as they stepped forward in faith trusting the Lord to prepare the way.  

It is early one April morning as the children of Israel move their camp from the plains of Moab to the edge of the Jordan River.  The time had finally come for them to cross into the Promised Land.  From all outside appearances, their timing could not have been worse, as the flooded Jordan Valley made crossing the river a seemingly impossible task.  This would take faith, courage and trust far beyond anything they had experienced before.  For just a moment, time seemed to stand still as the priests approached the raging river carrying the Ark of the Covenant on their shoulders.  The priests knew they had no power in themselves to control the waters determined path toward the Dead Sea but they also knew they were part of God’s plan as He would demonstrate His commitment to Israel, His affirmation of Joshua’s leadership and His sovereign authority over all creation.  When the priests stepped into the river, the waters that flooded the valley were cut off.  Then, as they moved to the middle of the river bed, a path of firm dry ground was exposed so that the children of Israel could pass through the Jordan onto the other side.  Using the ark as a representation of His presence, the Lord led the way into the raging currents and stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the river valley.  After all had crossed, the ark would follow up behind insuring safety for every last man, woman and child.
This is such a thrilling testimony of how the Lord will never lead us where He has not gone first.  The challenges we face today and tomorrow will not catch the Lord by surprise.  He knows what’s ahead and how to see us safely through, ready to provide sure footing for the journey if we will let Him.  Even in death, God has led the way in His Son Jesus Christ.  At Calvary, the Lord Jesus suffered and died for our sins declaring for all generations that “It is finished”.  Three days 

later, He arose from the dead, crushing forever the power of sin and death, allowing us to safely cross into a new life with Him and a rich inheritance.
The lesson for us is simple and empowering; when we put our faith into action, obediently following the Lord in His timing, there will always be sure footing under us so that we can move forward in His will.  The challenges, pain and difficulties we are confronted with each day are very real but we can face these with confidence and peace if we rely on the Lord and not our own limited understanding.  All of creation is at the Lord’s disposal and whether He chooses a natural or supernatural method to provide for His children, He will do what needs to be done so that we can walk forward with confidence. So let the valley of the Jordan be filled to overflowing and the possibilities of success be drowned in its surging currents, for the Lord of all creation will divide these waters whether they are a small stream or a raging tide.

﻿In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, ﻿you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.  Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. [1Peter 1:6-9]
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