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An Introduction

In the Book of Hebrews we find an amazing list of individuals who, by faith, changed the world they lived in and witnessed the power of almighty God as they allowed the Lord to use them for His purpose.  In Hebrews 11:30-34 we read “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.  By faith ﻿﻿the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who ﻿did not believe, when ﻿she had received the spies with peace.  And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and ﻿Barak and ﻿Samson and ﻿Jephthah, also of ﻿David and ﻿Samuel and the prophets: ﻿who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, ﻿stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.”  Here, alongside Samuel, King David and the prophets is the name of a woman, Rahab, whose decision to trust in God rather than man will turn her entire world upside down.  
A harlot and innkeeper by trade, Rahab would soon find herself with the opportunity to participate in God’s plan for the children of Israel.  She had no idea what would become of her life, but she did understand that God was bringing judgment on her city.  At that time she didn’t see herself as a woman of great faith, nor did she understand how the God of all creation would ultimately bring her into His salvation plan for the entire world, through a child born in Bethlehem some 1400 years later.  All she knew was that there was one last opportunity to be saved.  By trusting in the Lord God and standing courageously alone against everything she had known in her life, Rahab would save her life and all those willing to believe with her.  

JOSHUA

2 Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men from Acacia Grove to spy secretly, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.”  So they went, and came to the house of a harlot named Rahab, and lodged there. 
The fortified protection around the city of Jericho most likely included a large double wall structure.  A typical defense in that day, the two walls would have been linked by internal connecting corridors all of which worked together to form a strong front against enemy attack while creating a large amount of internal space used for housing, storage and tactical defense. The Hebrew text indicates that Rahab’s home was most likely inside the walls of this great structure.  As an additional insight, many scholars, Josephus included, refer to Rahab as an “innkeeper”, a common practice for women in her profession.  The inn would have included a small café, rooms for lodging and actually may have been very similar to the saloons of the old west.  This would not necessarily have been the prime real estate of the day.  It was, most likely, a very humble out of the way establishment, just the place for a couple of spies to hide out and more importantly, an ideal place for a manifestation of God’s love and grace.  
﻿
And ﻿﻿it was told the king of Jericho, saying, “﻿Behold, men have come here tonight from the children of Israel to search out the country.﻿”  So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “﻿Bring out the men who have come to you, who have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the country.﻿” [Joshua 2:2-3]
We don’t know who recognized them, or how the purpose of their visit was discovered.  Without question, the two men must have done everything in their power to keep from being noticed.  It may have been a quiet conversation overheard in the café, or an observant bystander who noticed the men sizing up the city walls.  In spite of their best efforts, however, the King discovers their whereabouts and sends for them.  Now the discovery of the spies did not take the Lord by surprise.  In fact, this was all part of a divine design and He is going to use this opportunity to demonstrate His saving grace.  
Then the woman took the two men and hid them. So she said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. And it happened as the gate was being shut, when it was dark, that the men went out. Where the men went I do not know; pursue them quickly, for you may overtake them.﻿” (But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order on the roof.)  Then the men pursued them by the road to the Jordan, to the fords. And as soon as those who pursued them had gone out, they shut the gate. [Joshua 2:4-7]
Although Rahab is admonished for her faith, the lie she tells here is never condoned.  It’s hard to imagine that once Rahab had determined in her heart to help the spies that she would have thought twice about the story she told the king’s men.  Remember, Canaanites were a pagan society not known for their ethics and moral values and Rahab’s chosen profession was full of lies and deception by nature.  James 4:17 says “Therefore, ﻿﻿to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” Rahab’s understanding of doing right was defined by her culture not by God’s Law.  When confronted by the king’s men, she found herself at a crossroads of belief.  Confident that the true God went before Israel and yet sure of the results of high treason against her king, she chooses to protect the spies in the only way she understands.  The decision she makes is not to intentionally lie against Jehovah’s Law but against the King of Jericho.  A lie, however, is still a lie and although her acts of faith have been praised down through history, her lying is never condoned.  One thing is for sure, Rahab’s belief in the living God begins to move her out from the life she knows so well into a relationship with Jehovah and His people.
Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, and said to the men: ﻿“﻿I know that the Lord has given you the land, that ﻿the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land ﻿are fainthearted because of you. [Joshua 2:8-9]
The fear in the hearts of the inhabitants of Canaan had grown over the years as the Lord had gone before Israel time and time again overcoming their enemies with divine strength.  About thirty-eight years have passed since Moses first sent the spies into Canaan (Numbers 13).  They returned with stories of a land flowing with milk and honey and of giants who lived in large fortified cities.  This report sent the children of Israel into an emotional tailspin with the exception of two men, Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 14:1-9).  Their report was very different from the other.  In Numbers 13:30 we read: Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “﻿Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.﻿”  The truth is that the Lord had prepared the way by melting the hearts of those giants and crushing their courage using the great works He had done for the children of Israel, long before they would ever have to face the armies in Canaan.  Although Israel didn’t believe God the first time around, the report the spies would bring back this time was very different.
The population of Jericho is stirred up and they are terrified of what might happen if the children of Israel cross the Jordan River.  They know the God of the Israelites is real, yet we don’t read of them making any effort during the last 420 years, since Abraham was first in the land, to turn to Him.  Only Rahab recognizes the Lord as the one true God and responds by putting actions behind that faith placing her life in jeopardy, as she defies her king and puts her complete trust in the King of Kings.  Its one thing to believe that there is a God but it’s another to put your life in His hands and trust Him as your Lord and Savior.
 For we have heard how the Lord ﻿﻿dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and ﻿﻿what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you ﻿utterly destroyed.  And as soon as we ﻿heard these things, ﻿our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, for ﻿﻿the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.  Now therefore, I beg you, ﻿swear to me by the Lord, since I have shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to ﻿my father’s house, and ﻿give me ﻿﻿a true token, and ﻿spare my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death.﻿” [Joshua 2:10-13]
We don’t know when Rahab completely gave up the false religions of her country and became a Jewish proselyte.  No doubt there was a time searching for direction and truth but her faith was based on just that, truth.  The passion behind her words is not rooted in an emotional experience that created a temporary change in her life.  She has realized who God is and that alone empowered a life changing faith.  The doors of her heart are open and Rahab’s life will never again be the same.  

We see a glimpse into Rahab's heart as she pleads for the lives of her family.  Although she doesn’t mention a husband or children, probably because this was not part of her life style, she does have extended family that is very close to her.  The Lord has kept the heart of this woman soft and tender in spite of the callus nature of her background.  In Luke 12:6-7 we read “﻿Are not five sparrows sold for two ﻿copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten before God. ﻿7﻿But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows”.  The Lord had a plan for Rahab and although He hated her sin, He had the ability to look beyond her faults and see her need.  In Hebrews 11:6 we read “6﻿But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  Rahab now puts her trust in the Lord and He honors her decision.
So the men answered her, “Our lives for yours, if none of you tell this business of ours. And it shall be, when the Lord has given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with you.﻿” [Joshua 2:14]
Israel will keep their commitment with Rahab’s family.  The faith that will ultimately bring down the walls of Jericho, will also hold up and protect the portion where Rahab and her family sought refuge.  The land where Jericho stood would ultimately become part of the inheritance of the tribe of Benjamin.  It’s not hard to imagine the rubble of the great walls of Jericho lying in the open plane near the Jordan.  The city is long gone but for years after these events, anyone who would visit the ruins could see the house of Rahab still standing in that part of the wall that did not fall flat as a testimony of Gods Grace and what He will do when we turn the battle over to Him.
Then she ﻿﻿let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the city wall; she dwelt on the wall.  And she said to them, “Get to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you.  Hide there three days, until the pursuers have returned.  Afterward you may go your way.﻿” [Joshua 2:15-16]
The strategy used to hide the spies is brilliant.  While she sent the men of Jericho on the road to the Jordan toward the Israelite camp, she sends the spies in the opposite direction, westward to the mountain.  It doesn’t mention a specific mountain but the Jebel Kuruntul mountain range would have been the only one in sight and it is honeycombed with hundreds of caves where the spies could easily hid for three days.  

So the men said to her: “﻿We will be ﻿﻿blameless ﻿of this oath of yours which you have made us swear, ﻿﻿unless, when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, ﻿﻿and unless you ﻿bring your father, your mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household to your own home.  So it shall be that whoever goes outside the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we will be guiltless. And whoever is with you in the house, ﻿﻿his blood shall be on our head if a hand is laid on him.  And if you tell this business of ours, then we will be free from your oath which you made us swear.﻿” Then she said, “According to your words, so be it.” And she sent them away, and they departed. And she bound the scarlet cord in the window. [Joshua 2:17-21]
Rahab puts her hope in this promise and will obey the instructions given to her by the men of Israel.  Hayfords’ Bible Handbook describes hope, tiqvah (teek-vah), as an expectation, something yearned for and anticipated eagerly, something to wait for or look hopefully in a particular direction.  Its original meaning was “to stretch like a rope” and here in Joshua 2 it is translated “line or cord”.  The instruction were simple, bring all of your fathers household into your own home and tie a scarlet tiqvah (line or cord) in the window as your hope for rescue.
The symbolism here is very powerful.  The cord clearly marked Rahab’s house, just as the blood stained doorposts marked homes of the Israelites during the last plague in Egypt, now referred to as Passover.  The refuge of Rahab’s home is similar to the ark, when God used Noah to provide a place of shelter for anyone who would come in before the flood.  Most importantly, the blood-red cord dropping down from Rahab’s window will save her household from destruction, just like the blood of Jesus Christ dropping down of the cross will save anyone who is willing to put their faith and hope in Him.  In John 3:16-17 we read “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”  Our hope is truly in Jesus Christ and our future rests on the redemptive power of His blood shed on Calvary.  Ephesians 1:7 says “﻿In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to ﻿the riches of His grace”.  
As Rahab brings her family into her home, you can just imagine the conversation as they wait.  “What will happen to our city?  Are you sure you can trust these men?  What does the king know? When are they coming?”  There stands Rahab looking out her window running her hands along that red cord, having entrusted all she has into the hands of the living God, she watches and waits for the army of Israel.  “They are coming”, she would answer with pure faith, “They are coming”.  In 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 we read “16 ﻿For ﻿the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with ﻿﻿the trumpet of God. ﻿And the dead in Christ will rise first. ﻿17﻿ ﻿Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. ﻿18﻿ ﻿Therefore comfort one another with these words.”  As Rahab waited for the army of Israel, so do those who have their hope and trust in Christ Jesus, looking forward to the day when He will return and gather to Himself those who love Him and are called according to His purpose.
They departed and went to the mountain, and stayed there three days until the pursuers returned. The pursuers sought them all along the way, but did not find them.  So the two men returned, descended from the mountain, and crossed over; and they came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all that had befallen them.  And they said to Joshua, “Truly the Lord has delivered all the land into our hands, for indeed all the inhabitants of the country are fainthearted because of us.” [Joshua 2:22-24]
If we consider the value of Rahab’s life and the value of the city of Jericho, there is no question that the greater miracle is not how the Lord will bring down the walls of this city but how He redeemed the life of a woman lost in sin.  God’s purpose for Rahab was so much more then she could have ever imagined at this point in her life.
In Matthew chapter 1, we are given a genealogy of our Lord Jesus.  In this list are five women, one of which is Rahab the mother of Boaz, the grandmother of Obed, the great grandmother of Jesse and the great, great grandmother of David.  Yes, this unlikely prostitute innkeeper is the great, great grandmother of King David.  The other four women in that list include Tamar, Bathsheba, Ruth and Jesus’ mother Mary.  Salvation for Rahab and her family, yes, but so much more was ahead for this woman who was willing to let the Lord work through her.  The place where she lived, her chosen profession and all that was part of her life, had set her on a road to destruction but the Lord stepped in and brought two men into her home that would give her the chance to put her faith in the Lord and look to Him alone for her salvation.  In 1 John 1:9 we read “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”.  Our faith in this promise is our scarlet cord and once we put our faith and trust in Jesus He will do a work in our lives that is beyond our imagination.  In Philippians 1:6 we read “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”.  This same God is waiting to do an amazing work in each of our lives today, if we will just put our faith and trust in Him and not rest in our own strength, wisdom or resources to get us through this life.
As the fighting men of Jericho stood looking toward the Jordan in anticipation of Israel’s advance, the battle was already waging deep inside the walls of their great city as the faith of one woman, in the power of the living God, began to rattle the foundations of Jericho.

How is your faith affecting your world today?
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