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Joshua 2

Life Changing Faith
Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men ﻿﻿from Acacia Grove to spy secretly, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.”  So they went, and came to the house of a harlot named Rahab, and lodged there. ﻿  And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men have come here tonight from the children of Israel to search out the country.”  So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the country.”  Then the woman took the two men and hid them.  [Joshua 2:1-4]

Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, and said to the men: ﻿﻿“﻿I know that the Lord has given you the land, that ﻿the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land ﻿are fainthearted because of you.  For we have heard how the Lord ﻿dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and ﻿what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you ﻿utterly destroyed.  [Joshua 2:8-10]
A harlot and innkeeper by trade, Rahab would soon find herself with the opportunity to participate in God’s plan for the children of Israel.  She had no idea what would become of her life, but she did understand that God was bringing judgment on her city.  Recognizing God’s power and authority, Rahab decides to put her faith in Him.  From all outside appearances Rahab seems an unlikely candidate to be used in God’s divine design but He saw her differently.  The transformation that takes place in this woman’s life demonstrates that it isn’t our past that defines us but the choices we make when we become aware of who God is that establishes the path for our lives.  

Confident of God’s almighty power that went before Israel and yet sure of the results of high treason against her king, Rahab responds by putting actions behind her faith.  In direct defiance of an order from the King of Jericho, she hides the Israeli spies who had come to search out the land and helps them to escape to the mountains.  Rahab’s life is now on the line as she puts her faith not with the strength of Jericho’s armies or its defenses but with the God of Israel.  

The passion behind Rahab’s decision is not rooted in a brief emotional experience that created a temporary change of heart.  This was the real thing.  For the first time the truth of who God really is empowered a life changing faith opening the door for the God of all creation to transform her character into a living example of His grace.  The real story here is the redemption of the life of one woman lost in sin.  God’s divine plan for Rahab was so much more then she could have ever imagined, for this woman would ultimately find herself in the genealogy of Jesus Christ as the great, great grandmother of King David. 

This same God wants to do an awesome work in each one of our lives, right now, if we will just put our faith and trust in Him. 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. [Jeremiah 29:11]
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