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Joshua 1
An Introduction
Joshua’s father was a slave in a long line of slaves.  He was the son of Nun, the grandson of Elishama, Chief of Ephraim (Num 7:48), one of two tribes extending from the line of Joseph.  Here was a glorious heritage.  One of twelve sons born to Jacob, Joseph rose to prominence in the land of Egypt after being sold into slavery himself.  God's plan brought Joseph before Pharaoh to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams.  The divine wisdom given to Joseph ultimately placed him in the number two position in all of Egypt.  This allowed Joseph to provide a safe home for his father Jacob and eleven brothers, in the land of Goshen, during seven years of devastating famine.  The seventy men and women that were part of Jacobs household prospered until they filled the land.  After Joseph’s death, a king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph and out of fear for the size and strength of this extensive family; he put them into slavery (Exodus 1:6-10).  
The bondage of generations, spanning almost 400 years, left a legacy of pain and suffering few of us could ever understand.  It seemed to stand directly in conflict with the covenant God had made with Abraham.  In Genesis 12:1-3 we read ““Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in ﻿﻿you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.””  The promise to Abraham of land, nations and blessings were all part of that glorious covenant but from a human perspective, it didn’t seem possible in their present circumstances.  True, they had grown in number but they had been in slavery for centuries with no relief in sight.
As we think about Joshua, a young man born into slavery, one can’t help but wonder what ambitions a young slave boy may have had during his early years.  Survival at best, but the hope of love, a personal home, education and travel, though real, were only routed in stories of relatives living centuries before, who once thrived in the land of Goshen (Gen 47:4-6).  Growing up this way could have easily created embitterment, anger and hatred in the heart of a young man, but Joshua trusted the promise God had made generations before, not knowing that God’s timing would bring his generation out from slavery and into the land of promise.
The Book of Joshua opens after decades of wondering in the desert.  God has brought the people back, once again, to the Jordan River, where their parents had rejected His plan to enter the land after their exodus from Egypt.  At this point, there would be a changing of the guard and Joshua would answer God’s calling and accept a commission to lead the people into a land flowing with milk and honey.  Armed with God’s Plan before him, His Spirit within him and His Power behind him, Joshua will become a great General and successfully follow Gods plan for his life and the lives of the children of Israel, as the mantel of leadership passes from Moses to this patient and obedient servant.  (Num 27:15-21) 

The years ahead would be filled with all the challenges, struggles and war that went along with the command to posses that land.  Incomprehensible from a human perspective, God would demonstrate His faithfulness leading the people through each day and providing all that they needed to successfully enter into the promise.  It is this time period we now peer into as we read through the 24 chapters of Joshua.  Here we will learn how Joshua found the wisdom to discover the Lord’s leading, the will to choose to follow God’s plan at any cost and the strength to make it endure for all the generations to follow.

JOSHUA

1  After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ ﻿assistant, saying: ﻿2﻿ ﻿“﻿Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them—the children of Israel.

Moses’ young assistant finally heard the words he so longed to hear, it was finally time to cross the Jordan River and enter the Promised Land.  God’s perfect timing and Joshua’s faithful obedience will now allow him to enter the land he has dreamed of for so long.  As he prepares to cross the Jordan, he will now go not only as a descendant of Abraham but as the leader of all the tribes of Israel.  He is now God’s man to lead these people forward, filling in the sandals of one of the greatest men ever to walk the face of this earth.
﻿﻿Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  ﻿From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your territory.  No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; ﻿as I was with Moses, so ﻿I will be with you. ﻿I will not leave you nor forsake you.  Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall ﻿divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.  Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law ﻿which Moses My servant commanded you; ﻿﻿do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may ﻿prosper wherever you go.  [Joshua 1:3-7]
Every place they would walk would be given to them.  There is a condition here.  They must move forward and actively possess the land God had promised them.  The land was vast; the description includes approximately 300,000 square miles.  When it was all said and done, however, they will only claim about 30,000 square miles, one tenth of what God had given to them.  The margin of success or failure, in the challenge before them, rests on one single cornerstone, obedience.  Their success and prosperity in the land would be directly proportional to their willingness to follow God’s Law.  He promised to be with them wherever they went but they must follow His leading and trust His design.  Their ultimate decision to worship false gods and disregard His Law will cause them to fall tragically short of all that God had desired for them.   
The story is told of a certain Englishman who moved to the United States many years ago. Soon after he arrived he dropped out of sight. One day his uncle in England died and left him about a five-million dollar estate. Scotland Yard went about trying to locate the man whose last address had been in Chicago. They searched and searched but never found him. He was eventually discovered one early morning frozen to death in an entryway of a cheap hotel. He could not afford twenty-five cents for a room, although he was heir to five million dollars! He did not claim what was his. He did not lay hold of what belonged to him.

How many of us never experience all that God has for our lives because we simply don’t believe or stop short of His full calling on our hearts.  God’s gift of salvation is free and His willingness to provide his perfect direction, demonstrating his awesome plan for us, is just a prayer away.  

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but ﻿you ﻿﻿shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; ﻿do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.﻿”  [Joshua 1:8-9]
As they prepare to begin the journey, God’s direction is strong and clear.  The people were not left in the dark as to what would be required of them.  The outline for success was centered on their willingness to obey God’s Law.  This Law had been provided to Joshua and the Children of Israel in a very special written guide.  Before Moses, there were no written scriptures.  God spoke with Moses in person and Moses was diligent in writing down all the instruction the Lord had provided.  These would become the first five books of the Bible and Israel’s written mandate.  The Law, as it was referred to, did not come with an option on what parts Joshua and the people could follow.  It was all they needed but they were to follow all of the Law.  God’s promise of prosperity was absolutely conditional.  They must follow God’s Law.  Today we tend to pick and choose what parts of God’s Word we want to pay attention to or think are relevant for us but the simple fact is, we too need to be committed to the entire guide God has provided for us.  The Bible is 66 books, written by some 40 plus different authors under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, most of which never knew each other personally and yet its message and theme is absolutely perfect, consistent and anywhere you slice it, it bleeds with the redemptive blood of Jesus Christ.  
Armed with the authority of God’s word in one hand and his sword in the other, Joshua now takes command.  
Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, “﻿Pass through the camp and command the people, saying, ‘﻿Prepare provisions for yourselves, for ﻿within three days you will cross over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the Lord your God is giving you to possess.﻿’ ﻿”  [Joshua 1:10-11]
The key word of the Book of Joshua is possession.  The land was theirs, but they had to possess it.  Without a doubt, there was a tremendous amount of excitement as the men passed through the camp.  Speaking from a secular perspective, the reality of what awaited them on the other side of the Jordan would have melted even the bravest mans heart.  That’s the awesome thing about faith.  God knows what’s ahead and he knows how to help us get through safely.  Our helpless dependency on Him allows us to move forward in confidence resting on His promise to never leave us or forsake us.  
And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh Joshua spoke, saying, ﻿“﻿Remember ﻿the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘﻿The Lord your God is giving you rest and is giving you this land.﻿’ ﻿Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side of the Jordan. But you shall ﻿﻿pass before your brethren armed, all your mighty men of valor, and help them, ﻿until the Lord has given your brethren rest, as He gave you, and they also have taken possession of the land which the Lord your God is giving them. ﻿﻿Then you shall return to the land of your possession and enjoy it, which Moses the Lord’s servant gave you on this side of the Jordan toward the sunrise.﻿”  [Joshua 1:12-15]
In Numbers 32:1-5 we learn that two and one-half tribes made an agreement with Moses and Eleazar the priest to settle outside of the land on this side of the river.  The families and possessions were allowed to stay but the men of war were required to go into the land and help the other tribes.  Here we learn an important lesson of how God works in the hearts of men.  We have a free will.  God allowed these two and one-half tribes to settle outside of the Promised Land.  There request didn’t catch Him by surprise that day, nor would the results of their decision.  He gives us a free will to choose to follow Him.  We will never know what could have been for the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh in the Promised Land, but we do know that they settled for less than God had planned for them.  We need to be so careful what we ask for and carefully check the motivations behind our decisions.  The Lord wants us to rest in Him, to trust Him and wait for Him to show us the way.  In Philippians 4:6 -7 we read “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard you hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  The Lord wants the best for us but we must trust Him and let Him show us the way.  
So they answered Joshua, saying, “﻿All that you command us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. ﻿ Just as we heeded Moses in all things, so we will heed you. Only the Lord your God ﻿﻿be with you, as He was with Moses.  Whoever rebels against your command and does not heed your words, in all that you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and of good courage.﻿”  [Joshua 1:16-18]
How will you respond to God’s call on your life today? 
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