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Joshua 1

Perfect Rest
I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and ﻿cities which you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.﻿’  “﻿Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in ﻿sincerity and in truth, and ﻿put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of ﻿the River and ﻿in Egypt. Serve the Lord! And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, ﻿﻿choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether ﻿the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of ﻿the River, or ﻿﻿the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. ﻿But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.﻿”  [Joshua 24:13-15]
The story that brought Joshua and the children of Israel to this moment in time is an awesome testament of how the power of God can take the least of us and use us in extraordinary ways to accomplish His plan and purpose for our lives.  Joshua, now 110 years old, gathers all the people together to challenge them one last time as his life comes to an end.  Joshua’s challenge to the people rings as loud and true today as it did that morning in Shechem.  Who are we serving?  What is the passion of our hearts?  How do the things we have committed ourselves to, line up with Gods plan for our lives?  
A look at Joshua’s life will help put these things in perspective as we feel the passion, experience the courage and listen to the voice of God as he leads the children of Israel into the Promised Land.  Joshua understood that all they had accomplished was worthless unless the Lord was the central focus of their lives.  In fact, it had only been accomplished because the Lord had gone before them in their conquest.  In the end, the ultimate goal of Israel’s journey was not just a safe exodus form Egypt, or the possession of a land promised to their ancestors, but an exodus from a self-centered existence to the possession of a life completely dependant on a relationship with the Lord.  
If we take a moment to examine our lives, where do we find ourselves on this journey?  Are we living day to day struggling to meet our individual needs or have we discovered the complete joy and perfect peace that comes form a helpless dependency on the Lord Jesus Christ?  If you are carrying a heavy burden, unsure what tomorrow might bring or at the top of your game and still not satisfied with all you have accomplished, there is someone who understands you and is ready to meet with you at this moment in time. 
﻿
Come to ﻿Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. ﻿Take My yoke upon you ﻿and learn from Me, for I am ﻿gentle and ﻿lowly in heart, ﻿and you will find rest for your souls. ﻿For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.﻿”  [Matthew 11:28–30]
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